Activation of caspases by death receptors.
Caspases form a family of cysteine proteases which are implicated in multiple forms of apoptosis. Their role has been intensively studied during apoptosis triggered by death receptors, but their exact biological functions and mechanisms of activation remain unclear. Here, we summarize the knowledge about the signal transduction pathways of death receptors leading to the activation of caspases as the key effector components of apoptotic cell death.